
I wish to pay by Standing Order and have completed the mandate below.
or
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order (in UK Sterling) for £
payable to ‘Friends of the John Rylands’.

Gift Aid Declaration (if appropriate)
I would like the Friends of the John Rylands to reclaim tax on any subscriptions or 
donations that I make, now or in the future, until I notify you otherwise. I have paid 
an amount of UK income tax or capital gains tax equal to any tax claimed.

Signed Date

Standing Order Mandate (if appropriate)(please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS).
Please arrange for a Standing Order to be paid from my bank account as follows:

Bank name:

Branch and address:

Account name:

Sort Code: Account no:

Please pay annually £ (amount) on: (date)

Quoting reference ‘Friends of the John Rylands’
This should be paid to: Friends of the John Rylands, banking with the NatWest Bank,
sort code 01-09-78, account no 62520490.

Signed Date

Payment

Please return this form to:
The Membership Secretary, Friends of the John Rylands
The John Rylands Library, 150 Deansgate, Manchester M3 3EH www.friendsofthejohnrylands.org.uk

Arising from that appeal campaign, the
Friends of the John Rylands was formed in
2004. It is an independent Registered Charity
and provides a means through which
individuals and organisations can be involved
in the work of this prestigious Library.
Members contribute to the on-going activities
and development of the Library and its
collections through their subscription
payments and fundraising events, and receive:

• invitations to private viewings;

• invitations to special receptions and events;

• ‘behind the scenes’ tours;

• invitations to special lectures given 
by experts;

• one issue of the “Bulletin of the John
Rylands University Library”
(Vellum Friends only)

The Friends also has a scheme of Corporate
Membership. Details are available from the
Membership Secretary or the website.

Already during its relatively short existence,
the Friends has raised several thousand
pounds, which has assisted the Library in
making several important acquisitions. The
Friends has a permanent ‘home’ in the newly
refurbished John Rylands Library, providing
opportunities for Members to lend their
support on a voluntary basis to a range 
of activities that contribute to the overall

www.friendsofthejohnrylands.org.uk

French MS 141: statutes of the Order of St Michel,
16th century

Friends 

Friends Christmas Event

‘visitor experience’ for readers and
members of the public.

Membership of the Friends provides a great
opportunity for people to become involved,
and anyone may join and use their talents
in supporting this magnificent Library. An
application form with Gift Aid declaration
is attached to this leaflet, or may be
downloaded from the Friends’ website
www.friendsofthejohnrylands.org.uk

To contact the Friends of the John Rylands
please ’phone the Library Reception:
0161 306 0555 or email 
info@friendsofthejohnrylands.org.uk



Title Forename(s)

Surname/Family Name

Address

Post Code Country

Tel no (for Friends use only)

Email (for Friends use only

For Dual membership only (ie two people with a single mailing to one address):
Details of second Friend

Title Forename(s)

Surname/Family Name

Email (for Friends use only)

Please indicate which Category of Membership below you are applying for:
(Rates as from 1 May 2007, and current for at least 12 months; thereafter please confirm with the
Membership Secretary)

Friend £27.00 [Dual £40.00]
Friend [Senior (60+)/unwaged] £16.00 [Dual £24.00]
Vellum Friend £44.00 [Dual £66.00]
Life Friend £550.00 [Dual £825.00]
Life Friend [60+] £330.00 [Dual £495.00]

The John Rylands Library
houses one of the most
spectacular collections 
of rare books and
manuscripts in the
world. Its magnificent
neo-gothic building is a
landmark on Deansgate
in the centre of
Manchester and was
built between 1890 and 1899 for Enriqueta Rylands as
a memorial to her husband, John, the greatest of the
Victorian cotton magnates. The Library’s treasures, the
earliest of which date back to the third millennium
BC, include the St John Fragment, the oldest known
surviving New Testament text, as well as some of the
most breathtaking medieval manuscripts and early
printed books imaginable.

The John 
Rylands
Library 

Membership
Application 
Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

Data Protection
Friends of the John Rylands is a voluntary association dedicated to advancing the education of the public
through the promotion, assistance and financial support of the John Rylands University Library, The University
of Manchester. It maintains a computerised membership register which is not made available to third parties.
Registered Charity number 1109720

Originally an
independent institution,
since 1972 the John
Rylands Library has 
been an integral part
of The University of
Manchester’s Library
(itself renamed the John
Rylands University Library of Manchester), whilst retaining its
status as a ‘public library’. Following the award of substantial
Heritage Lottery funding in 2002, an appeal, launched by the
Duke of Devonshire early in 2003 under the title ‘Unlocking 
the Rylands’, has successfully raised further funds to enable a
comprehensive renovation and refurbishment programme to be
undertaken. The work was completed at the beginning of 2007.

The Old and the New – the rear elevation of
the Library viewed from the new extension

Latin MS 11: St. Luke writing the Gospel.

Statues of Mr & Mrs Rylands Historic Reading Room

Persian MS 932: eagle-powered
flying machine from Firdawsi’s
Shahnama, 1542

Greek 
Papyrus 
457: St John
Fragment, 2nd
century A.D


